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. TINHMACHLAC .
TRONQ VIET LUAN TIENG ANH CUA SINH VIEN
CHUYEN NGU TRUONG PAI HQC QUANG BINH
COHERENCE IN ESSAYS WRITTEN BY ENGLISH MAJORS
AT QUANG BINH UNIVERSITY
NGUYEN THI LE HANG
(TbS; Bai hoe Quing Binh)

1. Dat vin ad

1.1. BE pop phiin rit ngln khoing céch
phat trién véi cic qubc gia tién tifn trén thé
gi6i, gido dyc Viét Nam d4 o6 nhimg buéc
d5i m6i tich cye, trong d6 phai k& dn viec
chi trong day va hoc tifng Anh & céc chp bhoe
tir thép dén cao. O nuée ta hién nay, tiéng
Anh 13 mdt trong nhimg ngeai ngit chioh
duge dua vio chuong trinh gidng dgy. Pay
ciing 14 c cu giao tiép s mét trong hji
nhjp quoc €. Tuy nhién, khéng phai ai cling
cam thiy d3 dang d2 giao tiép mjt céch thuin
loi v6i ngdn ngft ndy, béi trén thye t, chi
nhimg ai tich liy dwge mét hrong kidn thirc &
mét mic d6 ndo 46, dic biét 14 cic Ki nding
co ban Nghe, N6i, Poc, Viét méi c6 thé ty tin
sit dung tiéng Anh }am cng cy giao tiép. M3i
Ki nzing d&u c6 nhifng nét dic thi riéng. Trong
chrong trinh gigng day & bfc dai hoc, kinfing
Viét déng vai trd quan trong song lai giy
Kkhong it kho khiin cho sinh vién. Khi viét mot
bai luin bing tiéng Anb, sinh vién khong chi
chuéin bi ¥ fuémg sao cho that phong éphl’x ma
odn phéi chon cdch t§ chitc va sip x€p céc ¥
sa0 ¢ho mach lac, stc tich. N6i cach khéc, bai
Iugin vira phai diing v& ndi dung yéu chu, vira
dam bao tinh siic tich, d€ hiéu v o6 tinh thim
mi cao. D6 qua thét 13 didu khong d8 v6i sinh
vién chuyén ngit néi chung va sinh vién
chuyén ngir Trudmg Dai hoc Quing Binh néi
riéng.

1.2, Néu trong ki niing viét cau hay viét
doan van ngén, ngit phip va 1 vung va lien
tix duge xem 13 vin de dang luu tim, thi tron;
\i nang viét bai luin tiéng Anh, cdu chi 48

(thesis statement), § b trg (supporting ideas),
tinh théng nhit trong viéc sip xép y tuong
(unityg va tinh mach lac (coherence) 13 nhimg
vén d& sinh vién thuémg méc 161 khi thyre hanh
viét. Vi vén tiéng Anh han ché va thiéu sy
Két hop nhudn nhuyén céc yéu t6 cin thiét dé
o6 mot bai lugn hay, viée sinh vién viét mit
bai lufn o6 ndi dung nhung thiu tinh mach
1ac 14 khong thé trénh khoi.

Bai viét ndy tip trung phin tich cich rhin
nhén hay nhén thirc ciia sinh vién Trudmg Dai
hoc Quéang Binh v& thm quan trong cla tinh
mach lac trong viét bai Iudn tiéng Anh va cach
sinh vién thubng l3m d& c6 mot bi viét mach
lac, sic tich.

2. Tinh mach lgc trong bii lugn

Tinh mach lac dugc nhidu nha nghién ciru
xem nhulﬂmétyéunﬁquanh'qngquyétdinh
viée hinh thdnh mjt vin ban. Theo d6, vin
bén chi duge xem 14 mach lac khi ndi dung
cla van ban phéi thuc sy théng nhat, nhat
quan véi chis d& va chit che vé tinh logic.
Mach lac (coherence) dugc ghép tir tién t6
“Co” (Géng Latin), ¢6 nghla 1 “vé™, “cimg
sthaw”, cdn ddng tir “cohere” cb nghia 13 “giiF
lai vdi nhau”.

Halliday v4 Hassan (1976) d néu khai
nigm vé& mach lac nw saw: “Mach lgc diege
coi I phéin con lai (sau khi trir lign kéy) thugc
vé ngit cinh ciia finh hudng voi nhitng diu
nghta tiém an. Mach lac dwgc cof 1a phén bs
sung cdn_thiét cho lién két, la mdt trong
nhimg digu kitn tao thank chdt vin bin™ [6].
Theo Bich khoa thwr ngdn ngit va ngén ngft
hoc {1994), mach Iac 13 sur ndi két co tinh chét
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logic duqc trinh bay trong qué trinh tridn khai
mit cbt truyén, mt truyén ké,...18 thuoc vao
viéc tao ra nhimg sy kién dugc két ndi voi
nhan, hon i nhimg diy lién h thudc ngobn
ngit.

Trong gxéng day K nang viét, mach lac
dugc danh gia 12 mot yéu th guan trong quyét
dinh chit lugng cita bai viét, nhu Hatch.E
(1992) khing dinh: “Néu thiéu tink mach lac,
mét vin ban khang dich thuc & m@t vin ban”
[7). Nhu vy, d& m4t van ban hay mét difn
ngbn ¢6 tinh mach lac, nhatdmhphalco
nghfa va Ia mot chinh thé, déng thoi phii
duge dinh hinh tht. Clng véi tinh lign két
(cohesion), mach lac 12 mjt thinh t5 khong
thé thiéu khi d4nh gid chét hrong bai viét. Néu
tinh lién két néi dén cde cach thirc cdu va cic
b phén cia cau két ndi v6i nhau tao thanh
mdt vin ban hoan chinh thi mach lac duge coi
14 phép tu tir nhim tzo sy théng nhit tron ven
cia vin ban. Do d6, nhit thiét phai c6 sy lién
két gitta céc cdu mét cich nhuin nhuy&n,
khéng c6 hién tuong nhdy céc (sudden
jomps).

C6 nhidu cich d8 tao tinh mach lac trong
viét luin nhw: lip lgi dank ti khoa
(repetition of key nouns), sir dung dai tir ¢4
dznh (using consistent pronouns), sit dung
ddu higu chuyén y (transition signals), edu
tryc cqu song song (parallel structures) hay
sdp xép cdc y mét cdch hop M (proper
ardzr) Oshima, A & Hogue, A. (2006) da
khing dinh dung dai tir @ thay thé cho danh
1y, nguéi viét nén c6 su nhit quan, dam bao
tinh 16 rang, trénh gy t6i nghia hay mo hd
[8;42]. Thém vao dd, nhimg dAu hidu chuyén
¥ nhu firss, second, next, finally, therefore,
however hay nhimg cum ti nhw in
conclusion, on the other hand, as a resuit
ciing nén duge sir dyng hop i dé tao tinh
mach fac cho bai ludn. Thue té cho thiy ddu
higu chuyén y hay Ilen tir ndi duge xem 12
phuong phép phd bién nhét bsi gitp ngudi
doc biét duge y 48 ciia nguoi viét 1a d&ng
tinh hay phin d6i, nguyén nhan - két qua,..

Theo Nguyén Thi Héng Thity (2004) trit
tyr trong cfu cé vai tro to 16n d6i voi vige thiét
14p tinh mach lac cho vén ban. D2 van bén co
tinh mach lac thi cac ndi dung sw kign ¢6 lién
quan dén chis 42 phai dugc sip theo mt trit
tyr nhét dinh nao d6. Trjt tir 46 c6 thé 12 thi
gian - khong gian, trdt ty quan} hé loglc vé mit
ngit nghia hay trit tur lf glal vén d&. M3 cich
sip xep s& tao ra mdi kifu mach lac khic
nhau, nhir 13 mach lac vé thoi gian - khong
gian, mach lac theo ndi dung quan yéu hay
maach lac trong quan h§ 14p ludn [4].

3. Két qua phin tich

3.1 Quan diém cia sinh vién doi véi tink
mgch Ige trong bai lufin tifng Anh

Qua khio sét didu tra, phong vén 100 sinh
vién chuyén ngit tai Trudmg Pai hoc Quing
Binh, gin 80% sinh vién ¥ thirc dugc thm
quan trong, ciia viée tao tinh mach lac cho cée
the lozi vin ban néi chung. B&i 18, theo hg,
mach lac s& Jam cho céc ¥ trong bai vin gén
két logic theo mét trinh ty nhét dinh. Bén
canh 46, tinh mach lac trong bai Tujn thé hign
ngudi vibt nim chéic, lya chon ding chu tric,
tir vyng, dam béo cho bai lufn trdi chay, sic
tich va 18 rang d€ ngutr doc b thé hitu ndi
dung médt cach nhanh chéng. Hon nita, mft
bai van mach lac khong chi c6 gi4 tr vé mit
néi dung va con mang tinh mi cao.

3.2. Céch thirc tgo tinh mach lgc cho bdi
tugn

Bing 3.1. Cdch thirc sinh vién tgo tinh

mach lac cho bai ludn
Céch thirc Sinh vién lyra
chon (3 = 100)

1 Sipxépy theo trat | 91 (31%)
us logic

2 Dilng ti/ cum tr| 100 (100%)
chuyén ¥

3 Lip lai danh tir 72 (12%)
chinh

4 Ding dai tir 87(87%)

5 Dung <iu tric 31(31%)
song son,

6 Céch khic O




S8 6 (248)-2016

NGON NGU & BOISONG

37

Tir bang tdng hop trén c6 thé thiy, sinh
vién c6 nhidu cich khic nhau d& xay dung
tinh mach lac cho bai viét. 100% sinh vién
b khuynh hwéng Iya chon céc tir, cum tir
néi dé lién két ¥ trong bai lugin. Ngodi ra, ho
odn si dung phwong phap shp xép ¥ theo trit
ty logic, ding dai tir, I3p lai danh tir chinh.
84 sinh vién st dung cfu tric song song
chiém 1l 18 it hon so véi c4c phuong phip
khc (31%).

(i) Sdp xép y theo trdt e logic

Mt bai lufn c6 thé duge coi 14 mdt vin
ban duge xdy dung tir quan diém riéng cta
ngudri viét boi nd tdp hop cic ¥ tuing c6 td
chirc. T4t ci céc bai lufn c6 phin mé diu,
phin thin bai, phin két luin vi duge xay
dung xung quanh mét ¥ tudng trung tAm,
hojc ¥ chink (main idea). Théng thudmeg, bai
Tufn gdm it nhét ba doan vin, c6 44 dai da
4 thio luén, trach ludn hozc chimg minh §
tuéng chinh cia bii luin. Nhimg § bd sung
hay h8 tr¢' cho ¥ chinh (supporting ideas)
phai duge b tri hop 1§ d& hd trg cho timg ¥
chinh duge néu ra trong bai lugn. Ty thuge
timg kidu bai hin khéc nhau ma cac ¥ duge
sép xép theo cich thich hop, ching han nhu
thir tw thed gian, trdt tir khdng gian hay difn
trinh cia néi dung,... Vi du (*cdc vi dy dudi
45y khong cha ngubn din déu duge trich tir
céc bai ludn ciia sinh vién):

(1) Ceil phone has a lot of advantages
that attract the use of people worldwide.
First, it helps us in daily communication
even in long or far distance. Next, it make
searching Internet, sending or receiving
email become quycker and easier. And
Sinally, it can be a means of entertainment
with a lot of interesting game.

V6i ¥ db 1am cho phan mé dAu dugc troi
chdy theo trt tir thoi gian, sinh vién d3 st
dyng nhimg tir nbi nhur 13 “first”, “next” va
“finally”. Nhitng dfu higu két ndi thé hien
méi quan hé vé' mit thoi gian logic, ngudi
doc d& dang ndm biit nhing y chinh duge
trién khai chi tiét.

(2) In today’s modern world, people can
have access to highly advanced techno
logical devices. The invention of cell phones
has met the increasingly high d ds of
people in communication and other services.
Cell phones have changed our lives, and
since its appearance, cell phones have
brought to man both advantages and
disadvantage.

Doan m& du (2) cho thdy trat ty khong
gian rdt thich hop, Cau diu tién giéi thidu
tong thé vé cong nghé tien tién, nhimg céu
sau 46 mé 13 dign thoai di dong, déi tuong
chinh cia bai lufn. Do 46, ngudi doc c6 the
hinh dung bai luin dang di theo huéng dién
dich, mdt trong nhimg 161 viét khd quen
thudc va phd bign.

(3) The first and the most important
reason is that cell phone can be used almost
everywhere without cables or electricity...

A further reason of using cell phone is
that you can keep in touch with other people
easily and quyckly...

The final reason that most people use cell
phone is due fo its convenience in
entertainment

Vi dy trén minh ching cho I thuft sfp
xép trét fir quan trong clia ¥ twdmg theo ¥ chi
quan cla ngwdi viét. Nhir cde bidu thirc
chuyén tiép nbu “the first and the most
important reason™, “a further reason”, “the
final reason” ngudi doc hidu 16 1 do quan
trong nhét cho dén it quan trong nhét cia vidc
sir dung dién thogi di dong 12 gi.

() Tie/ cum 1k chuyén y

M4t bii ludn t6t duge xfy dyng oén co &
céc doan vén dugc tb chirc tht. Oshima, A &
Hogue, A. (2006) d3 khdng dinh: "Dogn vin
I mpt don vi co ban dé 16 chirc vin bén" va
trong s6 nhitng yéu té d& tao thinh mot doan
van tbt, tich mach lac c6 mét vai trd rit quan
trong [9;17). M&i bai vAn mach lac chita
nhimg ¥ tuémg két ndi nhun nhuyén hotic
bao gom mét chudi cAu c6 lién quan véi nhau.
Vi viy, dé dat dugc syr gfin két, cdn phai chty y
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dén viéc sir dung c4c diu hiéu chuyén tidp. vi world’s  most  common means  of

du: communication is SMS. Cell phones,
(4) The first and the most important certainly, include this system. You can

reason of using cell phones is (that) they can
be used almost everywhere else. By nsing a
cell phone, you can communicate with anyone
whenever you want and wherever you are.

Besides, if there is an emergency situation,

cell phones can also be useful. Furthermore,

you can get aceess to the Internet to get every
information you need with only a small device
as a cell phone. In addition to tiis, nowadays,

the world’s most common means of
communication is SMS. Cell phones,

certainly, include this system. Therefore, in
this way, you can communicate with others
more cheaply than by normal callings (..).

Vi dy (4) cho thiy sinh vién d& c6 ¥ thic
sir dung dAn hign chuyén tiép 24 tao tinh mach
lgc. Cu thé 1a cAu chii d8 tdp trung chi yéu
vio mét trong hai loi thé quan trong duoc dé
cfip trong toan bd bai viét. Vi mue dich tao syp
ghn két va mach lac cho doan vin, cac cdu hd
trg duoc ngudi viet sdp xép theo thtr ty hop 1
biing viéc lan lugt liét ké ra tinh hit ich cua
viée st dung dign thoai di d(”)ng trong giao
tiép hang ngay, trong c4c tinh hudng khin cip
va tin nhin SMS. Bén canh dé, nhimg ¥ tuémg
duoc ndi v&i nhau bing cic cum tr chuyén
tiép thich hop nhw “by using a cell phone”,
“besides”, “furthermore”, “in addition (o
this”, “therefore”, “in this way”. Do d6, doan
vian trén dirge danh gis 13 d& doc va d& hidu,

Tuy nhién, & vi du (5) dwéi ddy c6 thé d&
dimg nhén ra sy don didu va thiéu tinh mach
do thiéu phirong tién lién két cin thiét:

(5) The first and the most important
reason of using cell phones is (that) they can
be used almest everywhere else. You can

icate with any H you want
and wherever you are. If there is an
emergency situation, cell phones can also be
usefil. You can get access to the Internet fo
get every information you need with only a
smail device as a cell phone. Nowadays, the

communicate with others more cheaply than
by normal callings. It is the reason wHimost
of the students always consider this feature
before making a final decision to buy a cell
phore.

Viée tao tinh mach lac théng qua cac tir
chuyén tiép nhw i addition, however,
moreover, dalthough, and first/ second/
third, ...c6 vé khong qué khé nén sinh vién co
xu huéng tin dung lgi thé sir dung phuong
phép ndy 3 1am cho bai lufn mach lac hon.
Tuy nhién, khic v4i cic sinh vién ban x&, sit
dung cic dAu hidu chuyén tiép dbi khi goy
nhimg 18i nhit dinh d8i voi sinh vién Vigt
Nam néi chung v sinh vién Truong Dai hoc
Quing Binh néi tiéng. Cé nhidu nguyén nhin
trong d6 phai k& dén viéc lam dyng sir dyng
tir ndi hodic ding tir nbi khdng ding ngit canh.
Vi du (6) 13 mdt minh hoa cho viée sinh vién
sit dung sai hofic lam dyng céc tir va cum tir
chuyén tiép a& két ndi cac cau trong doan vin
va cdc doan viin trong bai ludn.

(6) Cell phone is one of the most
positively viewed inventions in the techno
logical era (..).

Firstly, cell phone helps us communicate
everyone more easily. For instance, we can
talk with everyone who stays everywhere we
like (..). Secondly, cell phone is really
convenient in traveling and in emergency
situations (...) Next, we can use celi phone to
search any information from the infernet we
like. Therefore, we can hold the world in our
hand. The last advantage is that we can enjoy
ourselves with the cell phone by listening to
favorite music, watching film, reading
rewspaper, taking photos or playing games.

Besides these above advantages, using cell
phone also brings us some disadvantages (...)
Thus, they become lazy in meeting others.
The second disadvantage is that using cell
phone regularly affects people s health. Ifwe .

S =
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spend a lot of time for our mobile, we will be
stressful, sore eyes and get other dangerous
symptoms.

Ne doubt, cell phones make our life more
convenient. But, we should use them suitably
s0 that we can avoid their disadvantages.

Doan m& diu kha troi chay khi d& khai
quit duge ¥ chung, tiép d6 12 cau chi dé duge
thé hién diy & véi hai phén 10 rang 13 nhilmg
thugin 1gi va bt lgi cia vige sit dung dién
thoal di déng. Tuy nhién & vi du nay, sinh
vién qua lam dung c4c phuong tign lién két,
1am cho bai lufin khd rudm ra va thidu tinh
mach lac. V&i cau cht d& kha t6t, sinh vién
nén sir dung 16i viét difn dich. Céau chu di
nén duoc gidi thidu & phin ddu, céc cau hi
trg duge theo sau boi nhimg cum tir chuyén
tiép nhu firstly, secondly, next, and the last
advantage/disadvaniage. Trong bai viét nay,
mic dit str dung tirYoum tir chuyén tiép dé noi
v& nhitng 1o thé clia vige sit dung dign thoai
di d@nég nhung ngudi viét di khong dé y dén
mdt s6 ciu hd tro khong lién quan véi ngi
dung chinh ciia chu chi dé, thim chi trong
mét doan vin cdn thidu cu chit dé vidy:

(7) Secondly, cell phone is really
convenient in traveling and in emergency
situations. Young people can not imagine
their life without cell phone

Dimg “secondly”, ngudi viét gisi thigu
mét lgi ich khic cia dién thoai di dfng, d6 1
su tién lpi cia dién thoai di dong trong vige
i lgi va irong ‘nhimg finh hudng khin cdp.
Tuy phién, ¥ bd sung duge trinh bay sau d6
lai khong lién quan v&i ¥ chinh. Hon nira,
cum tir chuyén tiép “besides + noun/noun
phrase” duge sit dung d8 lap lai ¥ vira dugc
théo ludn trong doan trude véi ¥ khac climg
ndi dung, vi du:

(8) Besides improving communication,
personal computers have made it possible to

dhu dogn ¢é noi v& thugn lgi ciia méy tinh c4
nhén nhim muc dich 1ap lai ndi dung chinh
“Communication” da trinh by truge do dé
lién k&t chix khong phai 4& dua ra y d6i lap.
Trong khi d6, vigc sit dung tir ndi “besides™
cita sinh vién trong vi du (9) lai thé hién ¥ déi
14p 15 rang.

(9) Besides these above advantages,
using cell phone also brings us some
disadvantages.

Viduy (8) va (9) cho thiy, khéng gibng véi
ngud ban xit néi tiéng Anh, nguéi Viét Nam
061 chung va sinh vién néi riéng cd khuynh
hudng “Vit héa” cac bai vit. Tir “besides™
theo phong cich viét ciia ngudi Anh khong
phiai bao gidr cling thé hién ¥ déi 14p, cb thé
hidu 13 “bén cank”, trong khi 46 sinh vién &
demg Dai hoc Quéing Binh lai suy lufn tir
ndi ndy véi nghia “ngodi ra” va cho ring tir
niy ding dé chi ¥ d6i tp nhau, Vi dy:

(10) No doubt, cell phones make owr life
more convenient. But, we should use them
suitably so that we can avoid their
dxsadvantages

ch t.hé thdy, vigc sir dung cic tieum tir
chuyén tlep 14 mét trong nhimg cich pho bién
d# lién két cac ¥ trong doan vin, gifta doan
viin véi doan vin dé tzo tinh logic, mach lac
cho bai viét. Nhimg tr “in addition”,
“however”, “moreover”, “although” vi
“first/second/third”,...dugec st dung véi
nhiing ¥ twdng c6 ndi dung lién quan & tao
swkét ndi chit che, trong minh vi mach lac.

(iil) Cde phuong phdp tao tinh mach lac

Ngoai ha.l phuong néu trén sinh vién sir
dung mét sé phuong phép khac nhu ¥p lai
danh tir chinh, ding dai tir thay thé phu hop
hoic ding chu trile song song.

Bing 3.2. Phuong phdp tao tink mach lac

thong k& qua bai iufin cua sink vién

do business from home. (Oshima and Hogue,
1997: 124).

¢ day, tdc gid di ding “besides” trong
“Besides improving communication” ding

Phwong phip Sirdyng | Sirdung
. =40bai ding sai
Tuin) S6 liegt (%) | 86 hept
. %)
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vién Trudmg Dai hoc Quéang Binh néi riéng
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sinh vién sit dung kha nhidu. Ding cAu tric
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Abstract: The paper focuses on analyzing
the importance of coherence in essay writing and
the ways that English majored students at Quang
Binh University use to employ coherence in their
essays. Grounded on the findings, possible
suggestions were given to both teachers and
students of English regarding teaching and
Jearning how to write coherent essays.
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