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CAC NHA PHE BINH NUA PAU THE Ki XX BAN VE VAN HOC
TRUNG PAI VIET NAM TU GOC NHIN CON NGUGI CA NHAN

Pham Thi Hong

Nha xudt bdan Gido duc Viét Nam

Tém tit. Bai viét nay trinh bay mot van dé ma chiing t6i cho 1a hét siic quan trong:
d6 1a van dé c6 hay khong con ngudi cd nhén trong vin hoc trung dai. Tu nhiing
y kién cta gidi phé binh Tay hoc hoi dau thé ki XX, chiing toi sé cd ging rit ra
nhitng ludn diém va nhét 12 rit ra phuong phap bién luin vin dé vé con ngudi cd
nhan hay con ngudi cong ddng phi cd nhan cda vin hoc trung dai.

Tir khoa: con ngudi ca nhan, déc trung, trung dai, phé binh, nghién cuu,...

1. MGé dau

Nghién ctiu cac dic diém clia viin hoc trung dai 12 mdt trong nhiing ndi dung quan
trong cuia nghién cttu van hoc trung dai néi riéng, van hoc Viét Nam néi chung. Ngay tu
thap ky dau tién cla nita dau thé ki XX, di c6 nhiing phat hién, kham pha ndi bat ctia
gi6i phé binh khi ho viét vé vin hoc trung dai d6 1a: viin hoc trung dai khong c6 su ton tai
clia con ngudi ca nhan nhu vin hoc phuong Tay; vin hoc trung dai khong theo dudi mod
hinh tu duy ta chan, tic moé phong, sao chép, phan anh hién thuc; van hoc trung dai co
nhiing dic diém thi phdp riéng vé st dung ngon tir, hinh 4nh, vé két cAu tic pham va cau
vin. .. Céc nhan xét d6 thuc su néu I1én vin dé doi hdi gidi nghién cifu hién dai phai d6i
thoai lai. Trong gi6i han ctia bai viét, ching toi chi xin dé cap t6i vin dé c6 hay khong con
ngudi ca nhan trong van hoc trung dai thong qua lang kinh cua giéi phé binh Tay hoc.

Cic y kién vé vin dé con ngudi c4 nhan hay phi c4 nhan dudc néi dén & day khong
phai 1a cta cac nha phé binh van hoc — nhitng ngudi duong thoi ctua giai doan van hoc
1900-1945. Ching phan anh quan diém vin héa va thim mi clia nhitng ngudi séng va
trudng thanh trong khong gian van hoéa chinh tri thudc dia, mot khong gian van héa chinh
tri dic thi ma rdi ddy, ching ta van phai tiép tuc tim hi€u sau sac hon.
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2. Noi dung nghién ciru
2.1. Phan tich cua René Crayssac

Bai viét ctia René Crayssac Truyén Kiéu va xd hoi A Péng, duong nhu 1a nhin xét
dau tién (ctia mot ngudi nude ngoai) cé phuong phap luan rat dang chi y. Theo nha nghién
cttu ngudi Phap nay, d€ ban vé& con ngudi trong xa hoi A Pong, can xét cai gbe dan dén 1y
tudng vé& con ngudi cong dong & A Pong, cdi gbc d6 1a xa hoi gia trudng. Con ngudi Viét
Nam sdng trong cong ddng gia tdc phai hy sinh phan c4 nhan ctia minh. Chit hiéu dua dén
phong tuc thd cting t3 tién; chit hiu din dén viéc 1ap tu, dén viéc sinh con trai dé& ndi doi
tong duong,...

Tu gia truéng ma md rong ra toan xa hoi quan chu, cai t6i ca nhan ciia con ngudi
trong xa hdi gia trudng va quan chu bi triét tiéu.

Vé phuong dién kinh té, Crayssac da chd y dén hién tudng cong dién, cong thd, viéc
nha nuSc phong kién ki€m sodt rudng dat ngin chiin tu hitu tai san rudng dat. Viéc nha
vua kiém sodt dit dai nhu ngudi chi mot gia dinh 16n 12 thién ha thi tAt nhién khong thé
cO con nguoi ca nhan dugc.

Ung dung két qua nghién citu nay vao phé binh nhan vat vin hoc, dng so sanh cich
ta nhan vat trong ti€u thuyét Phap va trong Truyén Kiéu. O phuong Péng, do cd nhan budc
phéi hy sinh cho cong dong, ca nhan phai uén minh trong nhiing quan hé luan thudng dao
ly, thuc hién cdc chic ning, bén phin ctia minh. Cdc nhan vat trong Truyén Kiéu, theo
ong, ngudi ndo cao hay thip, béo hay gy, mic xanh hay mic do, cdi d6 khong c6 quan
hé gi. Ngudi trong truyén ddy chang qua mdi ngudi chi 1a d€ déng mot vai trong xa hoi,
cai ban than minh khong c6 quan hé gi; Nhitng quan niém vé con ngudi cong dong, phi
c4 nhan clia René Crayssac khong chi dem lai nhitng nhan thic vé phuong dién vin héa
x4 hoi hoc ma con gép phan 1y gidi nhitng yéu t6 thi phdp sang tic vin hoc trung dai.

2.2. Phan tich cia Phan Khoi

Tuy khong truc tiép ban vé con ngudi phi c4 nhan trong vin hoc song nhiing lap
luan ctia 6ng c6 nhiing diém gip g& vé phuong phap 1ap luan véi Craysac. Phan Khoi da
quan tam dén ting xt ctia con ngudi phuong Pong trong cac quan hé. Ong néu dinh dé vé
ung XU cuia ngudi phuong Pong va phuong Tay: “Tay phuong trong tu chu, Pong phuong
trong thong thudc”. DE gidi thich thé nao 1a “thong thudc”, Phan Khoi phan tich ciu triic
quan hé xa hoi 6 nuée ta xua trong do, con ngudi thudc vé vua, vé cha me, vé quan, vé
lang, vé ho, néu 12 dan ba thi con thudc vé chong nita. BSi ¢ 4y, trong x4 hdi ta nhu mot
cdi thang c6 nhiéu nic”. Theo Phan Khoi, mot con ngudi phéi chiu 1& thudc vao nhiéu
tang bac nhu thé thi khong c6 cd nhan.

Diém mdi ctia Phan Khoi chinh 14 6ng da chi y dén c4 ngudi phu nit v6i nhiing tang
4p buc con nghiét nga hon nam gidi. Ong ciing Ivu y dén quan hé s& hitu kinh té: “Theo
cdi ¥ nghia clia chif “mot ngudi” & phuong Tay, thi 6 phuong Pong, trit dng vua ra, hau
nhu khong c6 “ngudi” nao hét. Bdi vi “xut thd chi tAn, mac phi vuong than”, ai ciing 1a
than thiép clia vua, ai cling 12 dan cta vua. Ct nhu sich day, nhan than khong dugc tu
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giao vdi ngoai qubc, ay 1a khong c6 tu cach dbi véi thé gisi; thi nhan khong dudce nghi
luan viéc chanh, 4y 1a khong c6 tu cach dbi véi qubc gia. .. Khong nhitng thudc vé vua ma
thoi, ai con c6 cha me dén chiing nao thi phai k€ cdi thin minh 1a ctia cha me dén chiing
nay. Lai khong nhiing cdi thin ma thdi, minh dau c6 cia cai, c6 vd con, cling phai k€ 1a
ctia cha me”. Kiéu con ngudi A Pong nhu thé, dng Phan Khoi goi 1a con ngudi “trong
thong thuodc, khong c6 y thiic vé ca nhan” [3].

Nhan thic ctia Phan Khoi vé con ngudi phuong Pong va phuong Tiy nhu vay 1a
kha sau sic. N6 gidn tiép cho thiy, d€ phan doan vé con ngudi ca nhan hay phi cd nhan,
can dua vao céach gidi quyét moi quan hé gitta ca nhan vdi gia dinh, v6i cong dong lang x4,
qudc gia. Phan Khdi c¢6 phan tuong dong vSi Crayssac, nhung dng da sau hon Crayssac
khi phan tich van dé s& hitu phong kién vé dat dai hitu. Cau “xut thS chi tin” ma 6ng dan
c6 nguyén vin trong Kinh Thi (Tiéu nha-Bic son): Phé thién chi ha mac phi viong tho.
sudt hdi chi tén mac phi vuwong than (Tt ca dat dai duéi troi déu cta vua, Ngudi trong
bdn bién déu 12 than dan ctia vua). Mot tic dat, mot ngon rau déu 1a cia vua ban thi rat
khé khiin cho con ngudi ta thuc hién quyén con ngudi c4 nhan ctia minh.

2.3. Phan tich cua Truong Tiru

Nim 1935, nhan giéi thiéu tiéu thuyét 76 Tdm ctia Hoang Ngoc Phéch, Truong Tiu
ciing tif diém nhin cic kiéu quan hé d6 véi nhiing thiét ché dao diic luat phap ma trién
khai phdn doan vé con ngudi phi c thé trong x4 hoi ¢d truyén Viét Nam. Do bi céc thiét
ché nay kim hiam, 4p ché ma con ngudi c4 nhan clia ngudi Viét Nam khong ndy nd dudc.

Truong Tdu cit nghia: “MAy ngan nim nay, trong xa hdi Viét Nam van tiém tang
su xung dot Am tham clia cd nhan va gia dinh. Qua trong ly tinh, Nho gido dan 4p nhiing
tinh cAm thién nhién cta 1ong ngudi. Bao nhiéu 1€ nghi, phong tuc va gia dinh — gbc ctia
x4 hoi — kiém ché su phat trién tu do ctia c4 nhan. Mdi ngudi chi 12 mot chiéc vong trong
chudi xich, mdt cdi gach ngang cla hai thé hé. Cdi tinh trang xa hdi iy, gdy nén bdi vin
héa lai dugc phap luat va du luan ho vé nén né ton tai qua cic cudc bién ddi trong lich
su, nguyén ven nhu mot ti vat (chose morte)” [4]. Truong Tiu luu y, ¢ hai dong van hoa
trdi nguoc nhau: bén trén 12 cic dd dé cia Khdng gido chip nhan “hy sinh c4 thé cho ché
dd c6 truyén”, con bén dudi, dam dan qué chay theo tu nhién cho thiy c4i khao khat sdng
cudc doi clia ca nhan. Tuy vy, ba thé luc “phap luat, phong tuc, luan ly” ludn két 4n su
khao khat Ay nhu mot dai toi. Nghia 12 con ngudi c4 nhan van bi chén ép, budc phai phuc
ting khuon phép. Chinh vi thé ma khi viin chuong 1ang man Phép dudc gidi thiéu cho thé
hé thanh nién Viét Nam méi thi tin bi kich do xung d6t giita ca nhan va gia dinh dién ra:
“tAn kich vin héa nay, dau d6n nhit trong gia dinh”.

2.4. Phan tich cia Hoai Thanh

Bai viét quan trong ctia Hoai Thanh Mét thoi dai trong thi ca md dau sach Thi nhdn
Viét Nam. C6 thé néi day 12 bai viét hé thdng héa tuong dbi dy di cac 1ap luan khéac nhau
chi ra dic diém cta con ngudi phi cd nhan ma dng goi 1a “chit ta” trong vin héa va vin
hoc d€ tir d6 néu bat su mdi mé chua tiing ¢ clia thd méi. Ong da so sanh mot cach triét
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d€ thi ca hai thoi dai-thdi xua tic 1a thoi ky trude thé ki XX va thoi nay — thoi dai chiu dnh
hudng clia vin héa Phdp — véi dinh tinh khong hé map md, mo hd vé hai kiéu con ngudi
khéc nhau, khc nhau tif quan hé xa hoi dén su thé hién trong thd. Phuong phap xic dinh
cdi ta 1a tim xem né6 c6 ton tai va bi hy sinh trong quan hé cong dong hay khong: “Ci dai
thé thi tit ca tinh than thdi xua — hay tho cii — va thdi nay — hay thd méi — c6 thé gom lai
trong hai chif #6i va ta. Ngay tru6e 12 thdi chit fa, bay gid 1a thdi chif #6i. N6i gidng nhau
thi vin c6 chd giébng nhau nhu chit #6i van gidng chif fa. Nhung ching ta hdy tim nhiing
chd khac nhau. Ngay thi nhit — ai biét dich xdc ngay nao — chif #6i xuit hién trén thi dan
Viét Nam, né thuc bd ngd. N6 nhu lac loai noi dat khach, bdi né mang theo mdt quan
niém chua tiing thy & xid nly: quan niém c4 nhan. Xa hoi Viét Nam tir xua khong c6 cd
nhan, chi c6 doan thé: 16n thi quc gia, nhd thi gia dinh. Con c4 nhan, cdi ban sic cua cd
nhan chim dam trong gia dinh, trong qudc gia nhu giot nudc trong bién ca.

Ong nhéc lai hinh 4nh 6ng da dung trong bai viét hai nam trudc Thanh thice va tw do
trong vdn chiong: trong xa hoi Viét Nam truyén thdng, c4 nhan chim dim trong gia dinh,
qudc gia nhu giot nudc trong bién ca. Ong phan tich chi tiét hon vé con ngudi trong thi
van trung dai: “Thang hoac ho cling ghi hinh anh ho trong van thd. Va thang hoac trong
viin tho ho ciing dung dén chit #6i d€ néi chuyén véi ngudi khac. Song dau tdo bao dén
dau ho ciing khong mot 1an nao ddm dung chit £6i, d€ néi véi minh, hay — thi ciing thé —
v6i tht cd moi ngudi. Mbi khi nhin vio tam hon ho hay diing truéc loai ngudi ménh mong,
hoic ho 4n minh sau chif ta, mot chit ¢6 thé chi chung nhiéu ngudi. Ho phai cau cifu doan
thé dé trén cd don. Chang trach gi tic phdm clia ho vira ra doi, doan thé da gianh lam clia
chung, 1im khi ciing ching thém ghi tén ho. O phuong Tay, nhét 1a tit khi c6 dao Thién
Chua, khong bao gio ¢4 nhan lai bi ré ring dén thé. Bdi vy cho nén khi chit “t6i vdi cdi
nghia tuyét doi ciia nd, xuit hién gitta thi dan Viét Nam, bao nhiéu con mat nhin né6 mot
cach khé chiu. N6 cti ludn ludn di theo nhitng chit anh, chit bdc, chit 6ng da thiy chudng.
Hudng bay gid n6 dén mot minh! Nhung, ngdy mot ngay hai, né mat dan cdi vé b ngd.
N6 dudc vo sd ngudi quen. Ngudi ta lai con thiy n6 dang thuong. Ma that né toi nghiép
qud!” [2]. Vi thé & budi dau khi cdc nha tho méi truc dién thé hién cdi tdi né gip khong
it su phan d6i ctia cach nhin cii. Hoai Thanh bao cdi t6i cd nhdn d6 nhu lac loai noi dat
khach — mot cach dién dat khong thé tinh té hon.

2.5. Phan tich cia Pinh Gia Trinh

Nim 1941, Dinh Gia Trinh c6 hai bai viét quan trong dé cap dy di va kha hé thong
dén con ngudi cong dong, phi ca nhan trong vin héa va vin hoc Viét Nam truyén thong.

D6 1a bai Thanh nién vdi vin chwong Viét Nam, nhit 13 bai Tinh cdch vin chicong
Viét Nam trudc thoi ky Au hoa. Phuong phép trién khai clia dng ciing bat dau tif quan sat
con ngudi trong quan hé gia dinh d€ ma rong ra toan xa hoi va phan tich su chi phéi dén
vin hoc. Anh hudng ctia Nho gido dbi v6i su hinh thanh con ngudi ciing dudc 6ng nhin
manh.

Pinh Gia Trinh viét: “Tu tudng ctiia Khdng gido di in su vao 6¢c moi ngudi cdi triét
ly binh gidn cta su 1am tron phan su, dem nhiing ning luc clia tAm tri d€ vao su tu tudng
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luan ly. Ngudi dan 6ng trudc hét phai lam ngudi con thdo, ngudi toi trung. C6 mot vai con
duong di ma cac thé hé trudc da vach sin cho ké 1am con, lam cha, 1am vg, 1am chong,
lam dan, lam quan. D3i ngudi chi c6 y nghia khi ta 1am tron bon phan & dia vi cla ta”.
Ong khai quat “Ta diing tim & vin chuong Viét Nam nhiing diéu dan ndo nung ctia René.
Trong mot xa hdi trong ky luiat ma ca nhan phai phuc tong cac ménh 1&€nh dao dic cia
doan thé, khong c6 quyén dé hoan toan biéu 16 ban ngi clia minh, thi ddi tinh cdm ctia
c4 nhan bi d& nén, va nhiing bong bot néu c6 trong nhiing trdi tim ciing khong dudgc chiit
sé 1én gidy, bién thanh vin chuong”. Nhiing y kién nay tuong dong véi y kién ctia Hoai
Thanh. Va 6ng tiép tuc dua ra nhitng nhan xét: “Nghé thuit viin chuong & dit Viét Nam
thuong lam viéc cho dao ly... Khong khi trong d6 nhitng nha vian Viét Nam khi xua van
thd 12 mot khong khi nhiém su trong né dao diic. Ngudi ta quen quan niém luan ly di song
hang véi viin chuong” [4]. C6 nhiing nhan xét ma nay doc lai ta van thiy c6 nhiing gdi mé
suy nghi: “Trong xa hoi ¢6 ton ti trat tu: vua, quan, dan. Moi ngudi phai 1am bon phan cia
minh, ning trau ddi cdt cich dao ly hon hét ci céc thién ning khac (Tién hoc 1€ hdu hoc
van). Anh hudng ctia quan niém con ngudi phi c4 nhan dén dsi séng vin hoc da dugc dng
nhan xét tif nhiéu mit.

2.6. Mot vai suy nghi

Néu nhu cé4c y kién da dugc chiing toi diém qua trén diy cta gii phé binh Ty hoc
trudc nim 1945 thdng nhat nhin manh sy thiéu ving ctia con ngudi c4 nhan thi nhiéu y
kién ctia giéi nghién ctiu gan day lai khang dinh su ton tai ctia né trong vin hoc trung dai.
Ngi theo y kién nao, tiép nhan quan diém ctia thé hé phé binh nao? Pay 16 rang 1a cu
héi 16n ma tAm mic, khudn khd ctia mot bai viét chua gidi quyét dudc. Day 1a mot dé tai
nghién ciu 16n, cin c6 su gop stic clia nhiéu chuyén gia. Tuy nhién, ching toi ciing xin
bay t4 quan diém ctia minh bang cach x6i 1én véan dé véi gidi nghién ciiu tir thuc té trén
day:

- Céc y kién vé con ngudi phi c4 nhan ctia vin héa va vin hoc trung dai Viét Nam
da cho thy su tuong dbi thdng nhit vé phuong phap bién luin vi sao lai thiu con ngudi
c4 nhan trong vin hoc trung dai. D6 12 cach tiép cin van dé i thiét ché vin héa gia dinh
phuong Dong cong v6i dao Nho di dinh hinh kiéu con ngudi cong dong — phi ¢4 nhan.
Con ngudi kiéu ndy dugc biéu hién trong vin hoc dudi nhiéu khia canh khéac nhau, néu so
sanh v6i van hoc Phép thi thﬁy su khdc biét ro rét. Viéc nhin nhan dic diém phi nga clia
vin hoc trung dai khong phai 12 vin dé kinh vién ma la vin dé c6 y nghia thuc tién: dé
hiéu nhiing thay doi da va dang dién ra clia vin hoc Viét Nam giai doan khoang 40 nim
dau thé ki XX, nhiing thay ddi do tiép xtdc va nhan 4nh hudng clia vin hoc phuong Ty,
chd yéu Ia vin hoc Phap. Tru6c hét 1a van dung quan niém con ngudi ca nhan dé phan
tich tho méi, phan tich cic hién tugng viin hoc méi — khi n6i méi da ham y khac ci, tat
phai chi ra tiéu chi dai dién. Cai t6i ca nhan chinh 1a mdt trong nhiing tiéu chi dugc xem
1a diém mdi dic trung cho tho hién dai, tic 13 tho trung dai thiéu vang céi tdi cd nhan.

- Ta sé& gidi thich thé nao vé pham tru viin hoc trung dai va pham trii viin hoc hién
dai néu con ngudi clia ca hai thoi dai déu la con ngudi ca nhan? Néu khang dinh tir vin
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hoc trung dai di c6 con ngudi ca nhan thi gidi thich nhu thé nao vé hang loat nhiing thay
ddi 16n dién ra khong chi trong giai doan giao thdi tir 1900 dén 1932 ma ca tit 1932 dén
1945 vé nhiéu phuong dién. Néu nhu con ngudi ca nhan da xuét hién tir thoi Ly Tran va
dén cudi thé ki XVIII — dau thé ki XIX da thanh thuc thi tai sao viin hoc 1ang man lai gy
dudc nhitng hiéu iing manh mé vé chti & du tranh chéng lai 4p ché gia dinh va cdm hiing
ra di trong vin hoc nita dau thé ki XX ma vin hoc trung dai khong c6 dugc.

- Nhu vay, can xy dung phuong phdp xic dinh con ngudi ca nhan. Cé cam tudng
hién nay, ly luan va phuong phap nghién ciu con ngudi ca nhan & ta chua dudc chat ché
va hé thong. VE 1y thuyét, con ngudi xét tlif phuong dién y thiic chi quan, c6 thién huéng
khang dinh c4 nhan, nhung céc thiét ché — tir cac thiét ché gia dinh, xa hoi, qubc gia, dao
duc, luat phap, ton gido. .. lai c6 cho phép thi€n hudng.

3. Kétluan

VAin dé c6 hay khong con ngudi ca nhan trong vin hoc trung dai 12 vin dé kha phic
tap. Néu khong c6 phuong phap luin, khong c6 trong tai, ngudi bdo c¢6, ngudi néi khong,
thi cau chuyén ban luin c6 thé di vao bé tic. Vi thé, diéu dang chii y khong phai chi 1a ban
than céc y kién vé con ngudi ma 12 phuong phap 1ap luan dé€ néu 1én cac y kién d6. Néu
phuong phép 13 hop ly, kha thi thi y kién sé c6 gid tri, s& c6 tinh thuyét phuc.

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

[1] Pinh Gia Trinh, 1941. Tinh cdch vin chuong Viét Nam trudc thoi ky Au héa. Béo
Thanh Nghi, cac $62,3,4.

[2] Hoai Thanh — Hoai Chan, 2006. Thi nhdn Viét Nam. Nxb Van hoc, Ha Noi.

[3] Lai Nguyén An (suu tam-bién soan), 2003. Phan Khoi — tdc phdm déing bdo 1928.
Nxb Da Ning.

[4] Nguyén Ngoc Thién (chi bién), 1997. Tuyén tdp phé binh, nghién ciiu vin hoc Viét
Nam (1900 — 1945), tap III. Nxb Van hoc.

[5] René Crayssac, 1926. Truyén Kiéu va xd héi A Pong. Thugng Chi dich tit Phap vin,
Nam Phong, cdc s6 111 va 112 (thang 11 va 12).

ABSTRACT
Vietnamese literary critics in the first half of the XX century discuss
whether individualism ever existed in Vietnamese literature
The paper concerns an important question: whether individualism ever existed
in Vietnam’s literary history. Looking at the discussions of Western educated critics
in the first half of the XX century, the paper examines a methodology used to study
individualism in Vietnam literature before the arrival of the French.
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