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Tom tit. Dé hoc tot mon tiéng Anh, ngueoi hoc can ndm viing nhiéu quy tic cdu tao va cdu triic
ngit phdp. Mot trong nhitng khé khan ciia ngueoi hoc tiéng Anh la cdu tao danh tir s6 nhiéu tir danh tie
s6 it sao cho ding quy tic. Trong bdi bdo nay, tic gid trinh bay nhitng quy tdc cau tao danh tir s6
nhiéu trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét. Tdc gia doi chiéu dé néu ra nhiing diém twong dong va khdc biét
trong viéc cau tao danh tir sé nhiéu, tir d6 rit ra nhitng kinh nghiém trong viéc sw dung tu, dich thuadt
tir chinh xac, hiéu qua hon.

Tir khéa: danh ti; s6 nhiéu
1. MO PAU

Tiéng Anh ngay cang tré nén quan trong va lam sao dé c6 thé van dung ngdn ngir nay trong
giao tiép la yéu cau rét can thiét. Chinh vi vay, BO Gido duc va Pao tao da va dang thyuc hién bé 4n
“Day va hoc ngoai ngir trong hé théng gido duc qudc dan giai doan 2008 — 2020 véi nhiing giai
phap nham nang cao chit lugng day va hoc ngoai ngit, dic biét 1a bd mon tiéng Anh. Nhirng ngudi
hoc tiéng Anh s& nhan thiy ngon ngit ndy that ric réi v6i nhidu quy tic. Mot diéu ma ching ta dé
nhan thiy d6 1a dé chuyén danh tir s6 it sang danh tir s6 nhiéu, nguoi hoc phai tuan thu kha nhiéu quy
tac va rat d& mac 18i trong phan nay. Trong khi véi tiéng Viét, chung ta chi viéc thém “nhitng, cac”
dé c¢6 danh tir s6 nhiéu. Chinh vi sy khac biét d6 ma ngudi Viét s& gip mot sé khé khin nhat dinh
trong viéc str dung danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Anh. Ngoai ra, ho ciing ¢ thé gip trd ngai trong viéc
dich thuat khi gip nhitng danh tir s6 nhiéu. Pé gitip ngudi hoc ndm 13 cac quy tic ciu tao danh tir s6
nhiéu trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét, tac gia s& lam rd van dé nay gitip viéc hoc tiéng Anh va dich
thuat dat hiéu qua cao hon.

2. NOI DUNG
2.1. Dinh nghia

Theo tac gia Tran Viét Huong [3], danh tir 14 nhitng tir chi nguoi, sy vat, con vat, su viéc, khai
niém...

Trong tiéng Anh, danh tir dwgc dinh nghia 13 tir loai dung dé chi nguoi, dia diém, vat, hanh
dong hoac chét luong. Theo Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, danh tr duwgc dinh nghia nhu
sau: “noun is a word that refers to a person (such as Ann or doctor), a place (such as Paris or city) or
a thing, a quality or an activity (such as plant, sorrow or tennis).”

Nhur vay, danh tir trong tiéng Anh duoc dinh nghia rong hon so v6i danh tir tiéng Viét.

C6 nhiéu cach chia danh tir. Cin ¢t vao sd ciia danh tir thi danh tir gdm hai loai: danh tir s6 it
va danh tir s nhiéu.

Danh tir s6 it 1a danh tir dém dwoc voi don vi s6 dém 1a mot hodc o thé 1a danh tir khong dém
duoc.



Danh tir s& nhiéu ludn ludn 1a danh tir dém dugc véi don vi s6 dém 14 hai hodc nhiéu hon hai.
Vi du: two apples = hai trai tao

Theo tir dién Oxford Advanced Learner: “Plural noun refers to more than one person or thing.”
2.2. Ngi dung so sanh
Vé thanh phdn

Theo tac gia Murphy [4], trong tiéng Anh, danh tir sé nhiéu bao gdm danh tir xac dinh va danh
tir khong xac dinh.

Vi du: Danh tir xac dinh: books (nhitng quyén sach), houses (nhitng ngéi nha)...
Danh tir khong xac dinh: wine (céc logi rurou), waters (1&nh hdi)...

Trong khi do, tiéng Viét k

Theo tac gia Murphy [4] va t&c gia Swan [5], hinh thirc ctia danh tu c6 sy thay
ddi khi chuyén tir danh tir s it sang danh tir s nhiéu.

Vi du:

Seat = Seats (nhiing ché ngoi)

Box = Boxes (nhizng céi hgp)

Country = Countries (nhitng ddt nuéc)

Tiéng Viét khong c6 su thay doi, van giit nguyén hinh thicc caa danh tir sé it, chi thay doi tir
chi sé Iwong & phia trude danh ti.

Vi du:
Mot céi hop =2 nhirng céi hop
Mt ddt nwéc = nhitng ddt nwéc

Nguyén nhan ciia sy khac biét nay 1a do tiéng Viét la ngdn ngir don am tiét nén khi chuyén
sang danh tir s6 nhiéu phai c6 sé tir dang trude n6, con tiéng Anh la ngdn ngir da am tiét nén khi
chuyén sang danh tir s6 nhiéu thi can c6 phu té ngay sau né.

Tuy nhién, trong mét sb truong hop, danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Anh khong thay d6i hinh
thirc gidng tiéng Viét:

Vi du:



Fish (c&), sheep (ciru), deer (nai), salmon (ca hoi), cod (cd thu), carp (cd chép), plaice (cd bon

sao), squid (c& murc), turbot (ca bon), aircraft (mdy bay), series (chudi, day), species (loai), offspring
(con cai)

2.3. Céch nhan biét

Trong tiéng Anh

ES

Theo tac gia Swan [5], theo quy tic chung, danh tir s6 nhiéu = danh tir s6 it + S

Vi du:

Book = Books (nhitng quyén séch)

Hilltop = Hilltops (nhitng dinh doi)

Image = Images (nhizng hinh dnh)

Rose = Roses (nhiing canh hoa hong)

Seat = Seats (nhiing ché ngoi)

Ngoai ra, c6 mét sb trudng hop dac biét khi chuyén tir danh tir s it sang danh tir sé nhiéu.

Truong hop 1. Nhiing danh tir tan cung 1a CH, SH, X, S, O: Danh tir s6 nhiéu = Danh tir s6 it +

Vi du:

Watch Watches (nhitng cdi dong hé deo tay)
Fish = Fishes (nhizng con ca)

Box = Boxes (nhizng céi hgp)

Bus = Buses (nhizng chiéc xe buyt)

Tomato - Tomatoes (nhizng cu khoai tay)

Luu y: Truéc O 1a mot nguy@n am hozc tir d6 1a tir muon tir tiéng nudc ngoai vao tiéng Anh:

O=20+S

Vi du:
Bamboo -2Bamboos

Photo = Photos



Radio - Radios

Truong hop 2. Nhirng danh tir ¢0 tan cung la “Y” va trudc Y la mot phu am: Y =2 IES
Vi du:

Country = Countries (nhitng dat nuréc)

Lorry = Lorries (nhifng chiéc xe tdi)

Truong hop 3. Nhirng danh tir tan cung la “F va FE”: F/FE =2 VES (ngoali tru “Safe”)

Vi du:
Wife 2 Wives (nhitng nguoi vo)
Wolf = Wolves (nhzzng con soéi)

Luu y: Nhitng tir ¢c6 dudi FF, OOF, IEF” (ngoai trir “Thief = Thieves”) khi chuyén sang s6
nhiéu chi thém “S”

Vi du:

Cliff =2 Cliffs (nhitng vach da)

Roof 2 Roofs (nhizng mai nha)

Chief = Chiefs (nhitng nguoi lanh dao)
Truong hop 4. Mot s6 danh tir bat quy tic
Vi du:

Ox = Oxen (nhizng con bo)

Man - Men (nhitng nguoi dan éng)
Woman - Women (nhitng nguoi phu niz)
Child = Children (nhitng dira tré)

Tooth = Teeth (nhitng chiéc rang)

Foot = Feet (nhizng ban chéan)

Goose = Geese (nhizng con ngang)

Mouse = Mice (nhizng con chugt)



Louse = Lice (nhing con chay, rdn)

Truong hop 5. Nhitng danh tir c6 gbc Latin hodc Hi Lap.
+ Nhiéu danh tir tin ciing 1a “UM”: UM = A
Vi du:

Datum - Data

Alluvium =2 Alluvia (nhétng hat phu sa)
Medium - Media

Curriculum - Curricula/Curriculums

+ Mot s6 danh tir tan cing 1a “ON”: ON 2 A
Vi du:

Phenomenon - Phenomena

Criterion - Criteria

+ Nhiéu danh tir dudi “SIS”: SIS = SES

Vi du:

Basis = Bases

Crisis =>Crises

Thesis = Theses

Synthesis - Syntheses

Analysis = Analyses

+ Mot s6 danh tir dudi “US”: US 2> |

Vi du:

Nucleus - Nuclei

Syllabus - Syllabi

Fungus = Fungi

Trudng hop 6. Nhitng tinh tir duoc danh tir hoé bang cach thém “THE” thi luén mang nghia s6
nhiéu



Vi du:

The rich, The poor, The Vietnamese.

Trudng hop 7. Danh tir chi quéc tich va dja danh:
+ Tancung la “AN, I’: thém S

Vi du:

Russian = Russians

Malaysian - Malaysians

Iragi 2 Iraqgis

Pakistani = Pakistanis

+ Tancung “ESE”, “ISH”: gitt nguyén

Vi du:

Vietnamese, Japanese, Chinese, English, British.
Truong hop 8. C6 nhiéu danh tir s it mang nghia nay, sé nhiéu mang nghia khac
Vi du:

Water (nuoc) - Waters (1anh hai)

Advice (loi khuyén) = Advices (thdng tin)
Content (ngi dung) - Contents (muc luc)

Truong hop 9. Nhirng danh tir s6 it c6 man/ woman dtng trude lam dinh ngir thi chuyén ca hai
tir cung ldc:

Vi du:

Man worker - Men workers
Woman worker - Women workers.
Truong hop 10. Tu ghép

+ Nhitng tir ghép gdbm nhiéu tir t6, trong d6 c6 maot tir t& lam géc (tir té mang nghia chinh cua
tir ghép) thi thém “S” ¢ tir t6 1am gdc (dU tir t6 dirng dau hay cudi).

Vi du:



Looker-on = Lookers-on
Father in law = Fathers in law
Point of view = Points of view.

+ Nhitng tir ghép khdng c6 tir té gbc (nghia cua tir ghép khdng phai la tong nghia cua tir td):
thém “S” & tir t& sau cung:

Vi du:

Roundabout - Roundabouts

Forget-me-not - Forget-me-nots

Mother-of-pearl = Mother-of-pearls

Trong tiéng Viét, danh tir ghép khi chuyén sang s6 nhiéu khdng c6 sy phan biét tir t6 goc.
Vi du:

Nguwoi me ké 2 Nhitng ngueoi me ké

Truong hop 11. Mot sé danh tir khong thay doi khi & s6 nhiéu.

Vi du:

Fish (c&), sheep (cizu), deer (nai), salmon (ca hoi), cod (cd thu), carp (cd chép), plaice (cd bon
sao), squid (C& muec), turbot (cd bon), aircraft (mdy bay), series (chudi, ddy), species (loai), offspring
(con céi).

Trong truong hop nay, tiéng Anh gidng tiéng Viét.
Vi du: Mgt con ca = Nhizng con cé

Truong hop 12. Nhiéu danh tir khong dém duoc ma viét dudi dang sé nhidu thi c6 nghia 1a

loai.

Vidu: Tea, meat, wine, fish, fruit... > s6 nhiéu cé nghia la: cdc logi che, cac logi thit, cac loai
ruou. ..

Tiéng Viét khong phan biét danh tir dém dwoc va danh tir khong dém duoc.

Trong tiéng Viét

Theo tac gia Nguyén Kim Than [1], d& nhan biét danh tir s6 nhiéu can phai dua vao tir di trudc
no.

Truong hop 1. S6 tir + danh tur.



- Sb tir chi lwong bao gdm:

+ Binh s6 tir: 12 tir chi s6 lwong nhit dinh nhu: mot, hai, ba, bén,. . .hai muoi, ba muoi,.. .
Vi du: Hai con ga, ba cai nha, mét tram con ngua...

+ Khai sé tir: chi mot sé lugng udc phong nhu: vai, dam, muoi,...

Vi du: Vai hém, dam bita, muoi ngay...

Truong hop 2. Danh tir chi lugng + danh tur.

- chuc, tram, nghin, van, triéu...

Vi du: Tram nguoi, triéu nguoi dan...

Truong hop 3. Hu tir + danh tir s it.

- Nhitng + danh tir: ¢6 y nghia s nhiéu, nhung s6 luong chi ¢6 han d6 va 1a mét bo phan cua
toan thé.

Vi du: Nhimng dira tré, nhitng cai ban ...

- Céc + danh tir: c6 y nghia toan thé.

Vi du: Céc nwrée trén toan thé gidi, cac ban trong I6p, cdc nha phii hao...
Truong hop 4. Tinh tir (nhiéu, 1am) + danh tir

Vi du: Nhiéu ngueoi, nhiéu nghé, lam loi...

Truong hop 5. Pai tir tro toan bo (ca, tat, tat ca, hét thay) + danh tur
Vi du: Tdt ca sach ¢ trén gia la cia toi

Truong hop 6. Moi + danh tir: chi toan thé sy vat

Vi du: Moi nguoi Viét Nam, Moi viée déu xong cd roi...

Truong hop 7. Bay, déng + danh tir

Vi du: Bay khi, dong sdch...

Truong hop 8. Tiéng Viét con c6 mot cach tao danh tir s6 nhiéu bang phuong thic lay, gom
céc kiéu lay:

- A>AA: mang ¥ nghia toan thé.

Vi du: Nguoi nguoi thi dua, Nganh nganh thi dua, Nha nha thi dua



- AB > AABB

Vi du: Tang I6p = Tang tang lop 16p

- A > nhitng A’ 1 A: c6 y nghia s6 nhiéu khdng han dinh.
Vi du:

O ddy chi con nhing ré laré...

Anh thdy anh ... chi cOn nhitng rang la rang.

-A > A’ ndo A ndy: c6 y nghia vé s6 nhiéu toan thé.

Vi dy: Lac vé dén nha, nguoi ndo ngueoi ndy ké lai chuyén di béi cho chong nghe. Chong nao
chong ndy nghe roi ti nghi bung rang...

Tiéng Anh khong hé c6 cach cau tao danh tir s6 nhiéu bang phuong thirc lay nhu trong tiéng
Viét.

Qua 12 cach nhan biét danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Anh va 8 cach nhan biét danh tir s6 nhiéu
trong tiéng Viét néu ¢ trén, co thé thiy dugc trong tiéng Viét, ta phai dwa vao tir di trude nd dé nhan
biét mot danh tir 1a danh tir s6 it hay s6 nhiéu; trong khi d6, danh tir tiéng Anh chinh ban than n6 da
thé hién né 1a danh tir s6 it hay sé nhiéu. Pay chinh 1a nét khac biét co ban nhat giira danh tir s nhiéu
trong hai ngbn ngir nay.

Trong “Hudng dan ky thuat dich Anh — Viét”, tac gia Nguyén Qudc Hung [2] dé xuét cach
dich cho cau: “Many of us are annoyed by telephone solicitors who call us day and night, trying to
sell us everything from magazine subscriptions to vacation homes” nhu sau: “Nhiéu nguwoi trong
ching ta thuong thay khé chiu vé mét s nhan vién tiép thi goi dién thoai cho chiing ta bat ké ngay
dém, moi chao chiing ta mua du tha, tir viée dat mét to bao cho dén viéc dat phong cho ky ngh?”.

Nhu vay, c6 thé thiy sy khac biét trong viéc dich danh tir s nhiéu trong tiéng Anh sang tiéng
Viét. C6 khi can phai dich chinh xac danh tir s6 nhiéu (many of us) nhung cé khi ciing chi can dua
vao ngir canh chir khdng nhat thiét danh tir sé nhiéu 1a phai thém sé tir trudc nd (magazine
subscriptions, vacation homes)

3. KET LUAN

Qua viéc phan tich va ddi chiéu ¢ trén, chling tdi thay cach ciu tao danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng
Anh va tiéng Viét c6 su khac biét rd rét. Bé cau tao danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Anh, vé nguyén tac
chung, chi can thay d6i danh tir s6 it ¢ va ban than danh tir 6 da thé hién n6 1a danh tir s it hay s6
nhiéu. Trong khi muén cau tao danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Viét, can phai dung sd tir, hu tir, V.v... &
truc danh tir va ban than danh tir d6 khong thé hién duoc nd 1a danh tir s6 nhiéu ma phai dua vao tir di
cling véi nd. Tuy nhién, c6 mot it truong hop, danh tir s nhiéu trong tiéng Anh khong thay d6i hinh
thirc nhur trong tiéng Viét.



Trong viéc hoc tiéng Anh, hiéu dwoc nhitng diém gidng va khac nhau vé danh tir s6 nhiéu
trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét s& giup ngudi hoc biét sir dung chiing nhu thé nao cho phu hop, dic
biét 1a dbi v6i nguoi nude ngodi hoc tiéng Viét. B vai ngudi Viét hoc tiéng Anh can phai nam
virng c&c quy tic cu tao danh tir s6 nhiéu trong tiéng Anh dé tranh nhirng sai st trong cau tao danh
tir s6 nhiéu.

Trong dich thuat, viéc ddi chiéu nay gilp dich ding va dich hay. Tiéng Viét khdng chi c6
“nhitng, cac” dé chi s6 nhidu ma con c6 nhiéu céch ciu tao khac véi y nghia bong bay hon. Bén canh
do, khi dich tir tiéng Viét sang tiéng Anh, tiéng Viét khong thé hién danh tir s6 nhidu nhung trong tiéng
Anh can phai dung danh tir s nhiéu dé dung quy tic ngir phép.
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COMPARE PLURAL NOUNS IN ENGLISH AND VIETNAMESE

Abstract. To master English, learners need to achieve forms as well as grammatical
structures. One of the difficulties that English learners have to encounter is to form plural nouns
from singular ones accurately. The article shows some rules of plural noun formed in English and
Vietnamesein order to find out the similarities and differences in forming plural nouns in English and
Vietnamese. The result is useful for learners in using them correctly, in translating from English into
Vietnamese and backwards more accurately and effectively.



